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Erica Hellerstein is a journalist covering gender 
for The Fuller Project, where she is focused on 
raising awareness of issues impacting women and 
their communities. 

Erica has written extensively about gender and 
human rights issues throughout the United 
States and Latin America, from reproductive 
rights in Argentina and Chile, the black market 
for abortion pills on the U.S.-Mexico border, 
Colombian survivors of sexual violence during the 
civil war, criminal justice, immigration, and the 
environment in North Carolina, and poverty and 
inequality in California.

In 2018, Erica’s investigation into the civil 
rights and environmental impacts of North 
Carolina’s commercial hog farming industry 
won several honors, including the Reed Award 
for Environmental Writing and the Kevin 
Carmody Award for Outstanding Investigative 
Reporting from the Society of Environmental 
Journalists. It was also a finalist for the Society of 
Professional Journalists’ Green Eyeshade Award 
for Investigative Reporting. In 2017, Erica traveled 
to Honduras with the support of the International 
Women’s Media Foundation to retrace the journey 
of a young woman seeking asylum from domestic 
violence, spending a year following her case as 
it wound through the U.S. immigration court 
system. As a follow-up, in 2018, she spent months 
investigating the impacts of a decision to eliminate 
domestic violence as a basis for asylum on both 
sides of the U.S.-Mexico border.

Previously, Erica covered poverty and inequality 
in the Bay Area with the San Jose Mercury News 

and Report for America, was an investigative 
reporter with INDY Week in North Carolina, 
and worked on the award-winning PBS/Frontline 
documentary, “Rape in the Fields”, about sexual 
assault in the agricultural industry.

Her work has appeared in The Atlantic, The 
Guardian, Marie Claire, The Lily, USA Today, Elle, 
and the San Jose Mercury News, among others, 
and her investigations have been highlighted in 
The New York Times, The Washington Post, and 
more. She has a B.A. from The Johns Hopkins 
University and an M.A. in journalism from the 
University of California, Berkeley. She lives in 
Oakland, California. 
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Health Clinics Struggle to Stay Open –  
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Meet Universal Basic Income’s Unlikely Bay 
Area Evangelist – East Bay Times

Childcare Costs Rise in Bay Area as Supply 
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THE FULLER PROJECT is the award-winning global nonprofit newsroom dedicated to objective, groundbreaking 
reporting on women, to raise awareness, expose injustice and spur accountability. We are journalists guided by 
our own reporting experiences. Our correspondents in the U.S. and around the globe rigorously report on untold 
stories and the interconnected issues affecting women and their communities everywhere.
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