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The Fuller Project is
the global newsroom dedicated
to groundbreaking reporting that
catalyzes positive change
for women.
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EXPOSING TRUTH, CATALYZING CHANGE:
THE FULLER PROJECT IN 2024

In 2024, as women worldwide faced mounting challenges from escalating authoritarianism, climate disrup-
tion, and systematic inequality, The Fuller Project stood as the leading journalistic force documenting both
their struggles and their resilience.

Where mainstream media often overlooks how global crises impact women, our independent, data-driven jour-
nalism brings critical perspectives into the conversation. We investigate, uncover, and illuminate the systemic
barriers women face and the solutions they pioneer.

What distinguishes our reporting is its catalytic power. Through rigorous investigative and enterprise journal-
ism, Fuller's coverage has prompted tangible policy reforms, influenced corporate practice, and reshaped pub-
lic discourse. Our global newsroom connects patterns across continents, revealing how women's experiences
in Nairobi, New Delhi, and New York are interconnected through global systems.

In an era of declining media trust and rising misinformation, The Fuller Project's commitment to fact-based
accountability reporting does more than inform—it strengthens democratic institutions by ensuring women's
perspectives shape public understanding of our most pressing challenges. By centering women's voices and
experiences, we deliver journalism that makes invisible systems visible and holds power accountable.

The Fuller Project's reporting serves all of us by bringing women's perspectives to the forefront of public dis-
course. Our journalism uncovers systemic issues affecting half the world's population and at the same time
illuminates how topics traditionally labeled as "women's issues" are central to society's collective progress. By
amplifying women's voices and experiences, we enrich civic debate, inform better policy making, and enable
more meaningful public participation. Our accountability journalism catalyzes changes that benefit entire com-
munities—because societies where women thrive are invariably more just, economically vibrant, and demo-
cratically robust for all citizens.

Photo by James Wakibia/SOPA Images/LightRocket via Getty Images
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DEAR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS,

In a pivotal year for women's rights globally, The Fuller Project's journalism revealed a powerful truth: across
borders, cultures, and contexts, women's challenges and triumphs are fundamentally interconnected.
Throughout 2024—a period of dynamic transformation for our organization—we strengthened our commitment
to evidence-based reporting that exposes injustice and catalyzes change.

This transformation included significant leadership evolution. Following the departure of our co-founder and
CEO, Xanthe Scharff, we welcomed Laurie Hays as CEO and Editor-in-Chief, whose vision reinforced our mis-
sion-driven journalism. In July, | had the honor of assuming the CEO role, continuing our work to expand Fuller's
reach and impact during this critical moment for women worldwide.

Throughout this leadership transition, I'm proud to report that our journalists continued to deliver the rigorous,
impactful reporting that defines The Fuller Project’s work. In 2024, our cross-border reporting connected cli-
mate justice with women's economic security, tracing global supply chains from East Africa's second-hand mar-
kets to Cambodia's climate-vulnerable garment factories. Our reporting delivered profound impact that vali-
dated our unwavering commitment to journalistic excellence. Our investigation into labor exploitation in frank-
incense harvesting led to import bans and corporate accountability. Our documentation of algorithmic bias in
veterans' healthcare prompted legislative action. And our climate reporting led to new disclosure requirements
for women's employment in federally-funded green energy projects. These outcomes demonstrate how our
journalism not only informs but transforms—creating pathways for concrete improvements in the lives of
women and their communities worldwide.

On a personal note, when | joined The Fuller Project in early 2023, | never imagined | would one day have the
privilege of leading this extraordinary organization. Every day, | am humbled by the dedication of our team, the
courage of the women whose stories we tell, and the legacy of impact that defines our work. Leading Fuller
through this transition during an increasingly turbulent time for the media industry has deepened my convic-
tion that journalism centered on women's experiences is not just important—it's essential for creating a more
just world.

We concluded 2024 by welcoming Eliza Anyangwe as our first internationally based Editor-in-Chief, a milestone
appointment reflecting our global vision and commitment to diverse perspectives. As we move into 2025,
Fuller is poised to expand our reach with a renewed editorial focus on reaching new audiences and exploring
the most urgent issues affecting women globally. In this critical moment for women's rights, independent jour-
nalism that illuminates both challenges and solutions is more vital than ever. We are profoundly grateful for
your continued support and partnership in this essential mission.

With gratitude and determination,

Zsuzsanna Lippai
Chief Executive Officer
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Exposing Truth - 2024 Impact

CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY:
FROM COKE'S SUGAR SUPPLY
CHAINS TO POLICY CHANGE

Fuller’s in-depth investigation with
The New York Times, The Brutality
of Sugar: Debt, Child Marriage,
and Hysterectomies, exposes the
exploitation of Indian women sug-
arcane harvesters in Maharash-
tra, where corrupt officials enable
forced labor that drives young
girls into illegal child marriages
and women into unnecessary hys-
terectomies.

Our reporting triggers immediate
response: the U.S. Department of
Labor adds Indian sugarcane to
its list of commodities made with
forced labor, PepsiCo and others
promise investigations, and Coca-
Cola meets with Indian officials
and suppliers. Concrete industry
changes soon follow: Dalmia
Bahrat Ltd., one of India’s leading
sugar producers, institutes health
screenings for employees, and
Bonsucro, a global governance
group promoting sustainable
sugar cane, creates a human
rights task force initially focused
on addressing coerced hysterec-
tomies.

Photos by Saumya Khandelwal for The New York Times
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NEW RULES TO TRANSFORM
CLIMATE ECONOMY

Following a Fuller Project story
that revealed women have been
systematically excluded from the
booming alternative energy sector,
the Biden Administration pro-
poses new rules that could trans-
form the participation of women
and other underrepresented
groups in the construction indus-
try by requiring monthly disclosure
of demographic data on federally
funded projects, addressing the
stark imbalance where women
comprise only 31% of the clean
energy workforce.

DECISION MAKERS TAKE NOTICE:
GLOBAL GAG RULE REPORTING

The Global Cost of the U.S. Anti-
Abortion Movement shows how
U.S. policies touted to reduce
abortions have instead driven
up their numbers, leading to
tens of thousands of maternal
deaths, the majority in the
Global South. Our reporting is
amplified by the International
Center for Research on Women,
the Journalism & Women’s Sym-
posium, MSI Reproductive
Choices and KALW'’s Your Call.
Co-published with The New Re-
public, Republished in Ms.
Magazine.

Photo top Courtesy GRID Alternatives

Photo middle by Jonathan Torgovnik for The Hewlett
Foundation/Reportage by Getty Images

Photo bottom by Donwilson Odhiambo/SOPA Images/
LightRocket via Getty Images
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Catalyzing Change - 2024 Impact

FDA PUSHES MEDICAL TECHNICAL COMPANIES T0
ADDRESS GENDER GAPS

Following Fuller's investigation into Why Heart Dis-
ease Research Still Favors Men, the FDA begins
pushing medical technology companies to consider
sex and gender differences in device testing and re-
search design. Co-published with TIME.

Courtesy Paulette Yazzie

CONGRESS ACTS ON FLAWED VA SUICIDE
PREVENTION ALGORITHM

The Fuller Project reveals that an Al program used by
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to prevent
suicides favors white men and largely ignores sexual
violence, despite the fact that female veteran suicides
rose 24% between 2020 and 2021, four times the in-
crease among men. Following the story's publication,
Veterans Affairs Committee Chair Senator Jon Tester
(D-MT) introduces legislation requiring the VA to over-
haul the algorithm, and the VA begins adding sexual
trauma to the Al's risk factors to better reflect
women's experiences.
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U.S. BANS IMPORTS AFTER OUR FACTORY
ABUSE EXPOSE

In response to the use of forced labor, U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection bans imports from
Asli Maydi, the operator of a Somaliland frank-
incense factory that was the focus of a Fuller
Project investigation last year. The initial report,
co-published with The Guardian, uncovered
health problems, underpayment, and sexual as-
sault, prompting doTERRA, the U.S. wellness
company supplied by the factory, to suspend
operations in Somaliland and investigate the
claims. The nearly 300 women left jobless by
the shutdown banded together to create a
women-led workers' collective, earning nearly
five times their previous salary.

Photo, top left by FatCamera/GETTY IMAGES
Photo, bottom left Courtesy of Paulette Yazzie
Photo, above Courtesy of Beeyo Maal Cooperative




BOTSWANA'S ‘ETHICAL' DIAMOND INDUSTRY FACES RECKONING

A Fuller investigation digs beneath the surface of Botswana's diamond business, long held up as an
exemplar of "ethical" diamond production, in a report co-published by New Lines Magazine. The part-
nership between Botswana's government and global mining giant De Beers has brought prosperity to
the country, but the report finds thousands of women diamond polishers employed by trusted De Beers
partners called "sightholders" are laboring in hazardous conditions, for little pay, without protective
equipment, and are sometimes subjected to sexual misconduct. The exposé kicks off a reckoning: De

Beers launches an investigation, and one of the sightholders named in the story halts boiling (a process
that exposes workers to harmful chemicals), promises to provide proper protective gear to employees,
and says it is launching an independent investigation into the allegations of sexual harassment and
assault.

Photo, top by Olivier Polet/Corbis via Getty Images
Photo, middle left by Per-Anders Pettersson via Getty Images
Photo, middle right by Monirul Bhuiyan/AFP via Getty Images
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2024
Reporting

Gaza’s Widows Are Fighting for Their Families’
Lives

Iran’s New—Even Worse—Hijab Era Has Begun
‘We’re waving our white flag’: What physicians say
they need from the U.S. to stop syphilis spread

The Global Cost of the American Anti-Abortion
Movement

Nearly Three Decades of Data on Women in
Construction is Missing — Here’s How That Could
Change

The Brutality of Sugar: Debt, Child Marriage and
Hysterectomies

Natural disasters raise risk of domestic violence

Mona Polacca: leading with the heart in a time of
climate change

New Hope for Pakistan’s Mistreated Workers

Why Heart Disease Research Still Favors Men
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New federal report calls out clinical trials for
excluding preghant women

Fast fashion is one of the world’s most polluting
industries. Its global workforce is paying the price.

‘My community is still dying’ — How the dearth of
Black women in clinical research worsens health
disparities

Artificial Intelligence: Veteran Suicide Prevention
Algorithm Favors White Men

East Africa’s second-hand clothes markets - a
major source of work for women - are under threat

How the latest abortion case in front of SCOTUS
worries maternity-care advocates

The Supreme Court Upholds Access to Mifepristone
Amid Ongoing Abortion Rights Battle

East Africa’s Finance Bills deal heavy blow to
women’s wallets

BBC Tea exposé: Lobby groups want alleged abuser
out of tea board elections

Born still, in legal and medical limbo

Suppliers to top essential oil brand left unpaid and
afraid after abuse inquiry

The Feminist Fight for Gender Equity: Lisa Ann
Walter and Advocates Renew Push for ERA Ahead
of 2024 Elections

This Election, It's Women’s Choice



The Increasingly Front-Line Role of Ukrainian
Women

In This Debate, a Woman Was the “Bigger Man”

Will young women be her superpower?

A Conservative Blueprint Calls for More Abortion
Surveillance

A Second Trump Presidency Could be Deadly for
Women Overseas

Diamonds Brought Prosperity to Botswana.
Women Workers Are Paying A Heavy Price.

How Climate Change is Hitting Kenyan Girls’
Education

Why Politicians Ignore Abuses in India’s Sugar
Industry: They Run It

Photo by KHEM SOVANNARA/CAMBODGE SOIR/AFP via Getty Images

‘Nowhere Is Safe’ - The Migrant Domestic Workers
Abandoned In Lebanon

Heyday or Headwinds? Medical Research for
Women is in the Balance in November

U.S. blocks imports from former doTERRA
frankincense supplier over forced labor

A Trump Victory Could Reinvigorate Global Anti-
abortion Pact

Harris Supporters Urge Women to Vote Their
Consciences

America’s Anti-abortion Business is Booming in
Africa

Sexism in politics: It's the same old story

Women Support Harris, but the American
Presidency Remains a Male Bastion

“This is our fight” - Kenyan healthcare providers
brace for Trump presidency

To Quit Their Jobs, Sugar Workers Risk Kidnapping,
Assault and Murder

‘Shattered hopes’ - Afghan women react to the
Taliban’s ban on medical studies

Mexico’s Grassroots Pro-Choice Insurgency

Republicans Take Aim at Subsidies that Help
Millions of Women
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Financials

*Income is shown in an annualized view to align use of contributions with 2024 expenditures.
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Funders

The Fuller Project is generously funded by a diverse group of supporters who share our com-
mitment to expert journalism about women and the issues that shape their lives. Their sup-
port enables us to undertake lengthy investigations, track long-term trends, and keep telling
the story even when most of the media headlines have moved on. We are deeply grateful to

all of our supporters.

Ravi Agrawal

Fran Arnold

Jennifer Barkin

Leslie Bernard

Mary G. Berner

George Biddle

Sally Blair

Margot Bradley

Carlson Family Foundation
Dickson Carroll

James Cassidy

Vanessa Cheatham

Ellen Clegg

Colleen Coonelly

Cordes Foundation

Dipesh and Anula Charitable Fund
Curry First

Fisher Family Fund

The Ford Foundation

Forward Global

Joy Fowlkes

The Gates Foundation

The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Sasha Guseynalieva

Laurie Hack

Joan Hadden

Noor Hanafi

Sue Hollingsworth

Lily Hou

Deneen Howell

Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Humanity United

Tim Isgitt

Lori Ann Johnson

Weena Joshi

Patrice Kelly

Ancy L

Lander Family Charitable Foundation
Bryce Lane

Alana Laudone

Maria “Masha” Liberman
Pamela Lingel

Zsuzsanna Lippai and Kehinde Togun
Angelique Little

Lawland Long

Olive Malcolm

Christina Malle

Megan Marshall

Gina Maya and Richard Capelouto
Judy McFarlane

Merrill Family Charitable Foundation
Cathy and Andrew Moley

Diana L. Nelson and John C. Atwater
Craig Newmark Philanthropies
Stasia Obremskey

Sarah O'Hagan

The David and Lucile Packard Foundation
David and Kathy Payne

Mary Pearl

Susan Plaeger

Gloria Principe and John O'Farrell
The Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting
Cynthia Ramnarace

Sharon Richards

Robert and Sheri Rosenfeld
Robert “Rosey” Rosenthal

Jodi and Gary Rudoren

Stacey Samuel

Jill Scharff

Xanthe Scharff

The Schmidt Family Foundation
Lauren and Glen Segal

Ritu Sharma

Melissa Smith

Collette Spalding

Marshall Sparberg

Thomas Summers

The Two West Foundation

Sofie Vandeputte

Katie Vogelheim

Alison von Klemperer

Frances Webb

Judy Weiss

Marissa Wesely

Williams and Connolly LLP
Elizabeth Yntema

Anonymous (10)
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